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Water Charges 
The Boycott Begins 


he great 80,000 strong Right2Water 
demonstration of March 21 proved 
beyond doubt, if proof was needed, 


that the anti-water charges movement has 
not gone 


Now, as bills start to go out in April the 
main focus is going to be on the numbers 
refusing to pay. 

Ie is clear that if even a significant mi 


y boycott the charge Irish Water will 
not be viable and the government's whole 
strategy will c 

Hence the desperation in the govern: 


apse. 
‘ments response 


The carrot and the stick 

The government’ first approach to bring. 
ing in the charges under Phil “The Bully 
Hogan was threats and intimidation 
We ll reduce your water to trickle’, was 


the message 

Faced with the massive revolt on the 
streets on October 11 and November 1 
last year, the 
changed tack and went instead for retreat 


vernment the charges, 


and concession 
Labours Alan Kelly replaced Phil Hogan. 
who was sent off to Europe 
The charges were significantly reduced 
and talk of cuttin 


off water supplies was 


deemed ‘inappropriate 

Deadlines for registration were repeat 
edly revised and people were offered the 
‘carrot’ of the €100 so-called ‘conservation, 
grant’ — in reality a bribe to register. 

At the s 
cffort to divide ch 
ig the "reasonabl 
arched in October and November to 
the sinister fringe’ of hard core militants 

This involved the attempt to demonise 


ne there was a concerted 
wcment by contrast 


lecent' people who 


the Jobstown protesters and Paul Murphy, 
the imprisonment of the Edenmore Five 
and the intense focus on unfortunate com. 
ments shouted at President F 


Bur, as the great turn out o 
showed, none of this worked 

Morcover, it left Irish Water and the 
government with no effective sanction to 


c people pay. 


Panic and Intimidation 

Panicked by 21 March — which must have 
come as quite shock if they believed their 
own propaganda — they shifted back to 


SOLIDARITY WITH DUNNES WORKERS [see p4-5] 


Keep on the streets! 


intimidation 
Suddenly Alan Kelly started to talk about 
uk 
or benefits and even ‘fast track courts for 
mon-payers - what next, internment 
But everyone opposed to the charges 


he charges out of peoples wages 


necds to understand this is bluf and bluster 
These are empty threat. There will be NO 
penalties till mid -1916. That is AFTER 
the next general clection, 
Legally they cant take i from your wages 
‘or benefits and landlords cant take it from 
your rent. 


NO ONE WILL GO TO JAIL 
FOR NON-PAYMENT. 


And even if, in desperation, they were 


to force emergency legislation through the 
Dáil, as if they were really facing a terrorist 
threat, it would be unenforceable in the 
face of a MASS boycott 


The Key Task 
‘This is why the key task for anti-water 
‘out into their 
Dont be in- 


charges campaigner isto g 
local communities with i 
timidated, Don't Pay! message 

In making this case there are three other 


important points to stress 
1. Ir doesnt matter if you've registered, 
you still don’t have to pay 

2. When Water charges were defeated in 
the mid 1990s those who refused to pay 
never had to but those who had paid got 
no refund. 

3. Even if you are sent an incorrect bill, 
and Irish Water admits this will happen, 
just ignore it — don't engage with them. 


Keep on the Streets. 


If the boycott is now centre stage it docsnt 


mean stopping the installation of water 
metres and demonstrations no longer 
‘Bringing people together in the com. 
munitics and in big numbers on the streets 
is crucial for building and sustaining 
It is what gives people the confidence 
that we can win 


This is why it is important to support the 
Non-Payment Network Demonstration 
on 18 April 2pm at the Garden of 
Remembrance and the Dublin Council 
of Trade Unions March from Parnell 
Square at 6.30pm on 1 May. 


2 sects Worker 


Did You 
Know? 


Nearly 9,000 people 
were sent to prison in 
Ireland last year or. 

‘non-payment offines. This 

Includes more than 2,000 

‘women; a massive increase 

the 159 women sent to 
prison for this ‘fence’ in 


More than 400 were also 
sent to jail or not paying 
aTVilcence that finances 
43 stattat RIE on 100,000 
‘euro plus salaries. 

In contrast, nat one 
banker or politician was. 
‘ent to jail or destroying the 
country. Jail the Bankers, 
not the Poor! 


are 


seven other current 
‘and former Labour 
ministers - Brendan Howlin, 
Jan 0 Sullivan, Alex White, 
Alan Kelly, Pal Rabbitte and 
Eamon Giimore-are siting 


‘on pension pots worth 2.5, 
ch 


Labour's many victims 


TDs; nearly 

OE TDs, are landlords! No 
Wonder this government 
does nothing to improve 
tenants rights inthe private 
rental sector, bringin 

Tent controls, lf the ret 
allowance cap or build 
‘enough social housing. 

However they do want 
landlords to collect their. 
‘tenants’ water charges. 

TG and Labour has also 
privatised housing provision, 
condemning 75,000 
households on the social 
housing list to the mercy ot 

'eedy landlords, ret hikes 
Vd homelessness. Housing 
for allis abasic human, 
right 
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How Clean is Your Water? 


They wants alte Rer 
Cussduciissei de ridi 
sec ym 
pido td qus 
At leur €500 milion 
"ke Eerbemment Person 
Agency deified 120 wae plant 
Ci ides esi udedasisd 
Spee 
[po 
May reef te erar 
(teda eget 
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“This outrageous ute of affairs 


Macc Merk 


FENUTETUTUEM 
Acum i 
perdes 


at the quali ofthe water we arc 

acd o drink and bah io. 
Pa emerged chat lh War 
erhatwaeriourc ving avr 
220,000 people may have io be 
"abandoned as they a not suf 
fient to mec rue population 
grow. 


sen phus 
Hardee ehike ron ome 
hci Recbepetie dl eos 

Tae sean bead cool 
around the country were rdesing 
ee ee en 
alea ail 


This resulted in a ban on 
swimming as readings of Ecli 
snd intestinal enterococci were 
at dangerous levels 


j 


This isnot simply a moral issue 


ones human sight but aight 
for basic hygiene and services 
the states obliged to provide 
‘We ae ing asked vo pay 
swicefora service that i 


an unter diga 


Addiction Ireland 


with the capitalist class and 
Sot withthe real victims of 
addiction. 

Tadced the Gardai also 
adopted a “collaborative 
approach" with Dublin 
busincues for their targeted. 

ration. 
NS ano doubt that drug 
Ireland. 

"There are about twelve 

desg aed deaths ces 

sad nearly 5,500. 
from deug overdoses since last 
year. Furthermore eight out 
‘of ten such deaths were young 
‘men, with more than half 
having mental health imucs. 

“The coalition has cut 
funding for drug task forces 
bby staggering 37 per cent. 

On December 17, the night 
of the vote in the Diil on the 
‘Water Services the Dail Bar 
made €7 A61. 

It is clear who the real 
parasites re, and they do not 
have to resort to the cold, 
vonforgiving streets of the 
capital to find relief. 

Tastead of enforcing. 


Garda baraueshomelew man on Henry St To we video 
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rer em Merchant Qoep 
the Cty Clinic in Amiens 
Ser othe Netonal Drag. 
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the city cente, which means — | Over Christmas, the incredible hardship on its 
they have been carrying out | Minister of Justice, Frances | citizens, and then treating 
searches under the Misuse | Fitzgerald met with * psychological, medical 


concerned” busines leaders 
to discum “safety” in the 


istue asa criminal one: 
the State would do well to 


of Drugs Act and moving on 
“ndestrables” from busy 


shopping and tourist districts. provide adequate funding for. 
‘This issue stems from the | This indicates the. ‘communities in the form of 
state establishing the main | governments allegiances are | addiction services. 


Sex Workers Rights are Human Rights 
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Centenary of the 
Armenian Genocide 
ES 


Because when Kemal Ataturk 
and the Turkish Netionalists 
established the modern 
Turkish state in 1923 they 
ended all Investigations of. 
the Armenian massacres 
sd began a practice of to! 
Genial which remains to this 
di 


24 April 2015 marks the 
100th anniversary of the 
Armenian Genacide in 
Turkey. 

This was one of the worst. 
crimes against humanity in. 
the 20th century - a century 
of terible crimes 

Between 1915 and 
1922 1.5 milion Armenian. 
people, three quarters of the 
Armenian population were 

d 


y 

This went hand in hand 

with racist, nationalistic 

prop 

ang Kurds, 

And, crucially, the 
ational community’ ie 


cres were 
during and after 
1 by the Ottoman 

appalling act of 


ey NATO ally in the 


2018 willbe a ye 
many campaigns to bring out 
the truth and demand justice 
for Armenians 


Why is this monstrous 
crime so little known about? 
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‘Ctiminalsing the purchase | have contra over where they — | has not put an end to sex work | ic, some of our existing policies, | Council of Ireland “a new trend | sex work, rather than traficking, 
sex only pushes sex wodk. ‘work, the clients they choose | and it has not stopped women — | expecially regarding “brothel ‘of using young women on  Anti-traffcking legislation and 
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Gerry Carroll for Westminster 


organised and fight back. 

A redistribution of wealth 
towards the bottom of society 
does not come from ‘Inward 
Tavestment’, wining and din- 
ing business leaders or by low- 
I cring corporation tax: it comes 
through the mobilisation of 
working class people to fight in 
their awn interest 

This is the message that 
1 have been pushing on the 
doors - we need to get organ- 
ined and stick together, 


Fons Nic Fhearghate 


Following his successful cam- 
puign to win a scat in Belfast 
Council last year, Gerry 
Carroll, the People Before 
Profit councillor for the Black- 
‘mountain area of West Belfast, 
is in campaign mode once 
again, having announced car- 
lice this month that he is run- 
ning in the upcoming West- 
‘minster Election. 
Nic Fhearghais spoke 


Gerry Carroll: "T'm not a 
nationalist or a unionist, 
Pm a socialist!” 


| 


to Gerry about his compaign. You are running for 
Gerry, why have you election inan area 
decided to run for which encompasses 
election? both Nationals 
and “Unionist” 
Frightening prospec ie ahead. emmunatis, How do, 
forthe people of West Bele You plan to reach be 


and D have decided to stand 
in order to oppose this and to 
provide an alternative. 

Over the next 4 years we will 
sce some of the hatshest public 
sector cuts ever implemented 
in the North, We will see the 
Assembly borrow £700 million 
to make 20,000 public sector 
workers redundant 


We always hear about these 
community divides and no 
doubt sectarianism is rfe with- 
in our community. 

We have both physical 
and political barriers between 
neighbours and too often these. 
are exploited by politicians 

We do not ignore this reality, 


In addition to chix thou-  Mé eme Of the areas Stormont has failed us. ‘on social media and the mas- and want answers and action to but we do want to challenge it. 
sands of teachers and classroom. pL What is the mood in working sivc varnout at the city centre stave off the cutbacks, ‘We are the only the party in 
Oman cedlac iij RUMP EBE da wrap ara ea of Ee Tank ‘Before Pf be Wen Ber who wil tel 

Our health service is aleady Hm prepezabtetut incoming wave of cuts? Tilly suppore the civil sery- lieve in doing peliics difer- campaign on both sides of the 


ced ee Dre. ne to Rare oe ferme oo rol ena 


amd waiting times of over 12 — Reform? of workers from West Belfast took action, as is heir right change through grassroots or. working clam people are the 
hou in A&E and beyond who tok to the and I chink ít is fantasti aniston and People Power. tame whether youre based on 
Our core frontline services Most of our politicians have stets on March 13th in one auch a show of People 1 think my campaign will the Fall or on the Shankill and 
tare set to be devastated by the bought into. the idea dhat This isn't your first galvanisc this anger with a por: we want to break down bart 
incoming wave of cuts, more while the working class insoci-  witnewed in years time | fora itive message en. 
Job losses are expected for ety must tighten our belts and The city was br ‘seat in We: T want to stand in this lee- — We have recently opened 
admin staff in hospitals, and make sacrifices, corporations standstill, with tansport work- How dees this tion to allow everyone the an office on the Shankill Fall 
40% of our community and who already avoid paying bil- ery shutting down bus services €AMpalgmeempare — chance to speak up and send a interlace, which Lace ata con- 


lions in tax each year will sce and strong picket lines outside with Jast time? 

ten relieve the pressure on our Corporation Tax lowered in health centres. schools and oth- 

Health Service are faced with their favour. years election result was We will continue to reach 

imminent closure, Allof the main parties accepe support for this testament to the possibility water charges movement in the out to beach sides of the com- 
1 think ies time we cellec- that welfare for the vulnerable from the community was cvi- for change in Belfast. People South, the best way chat we can munity and genuinely chil- 


voluntary services which of to the politicians crete example of how we can 


do this, 


tively sid enough in enough, — should be cut but welfare for dent i the reaction from pass- are sick of the “What can you achieve improvements in the lenge sectarianism, and fight 
West Belfast will the rich should be inereaed. ing traffic, messages of sipport do?” attitude from politicians lives of working people ito get fora shared future from below. 
Mike — he ben it pracy ha by reed bythe market, sions wib tenants to take on the 
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Teas and poseion, and for | out of work. out oftheir comm ‘house apd shomeand thts wha | "Trade unionist Mick O'Reilly 
decent housing forall nits and onto these. Lone ae ing oe sid the Housing Action Campaign 


Father Peer MeVerry sid that — | inthe 1970s forced the government 
homdesis had gone through the | to build 60.000 council houses and 
roofand tha sx people werenow | that we nec a similar campaign 


Tapocked mom in Dbliss, | punts ave abo Ben afc 
Aen Plan Hosd get speak | the more chs an one 
Aad laf TCD |p cnr i he di 
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Tewasceatingatfoesbiliy | Boyd Bare cid or a new socal Haid FG/Labours lace | snew housing campaign of people 


problems indebtedness and wage | movement like the ight2 Var 
slavery and the end of the Celtic campaign and thatthe only way to 


refusal to rae rent caps wa ama power with grasroots commutes 
in che coffin of this governments — fx cent 
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John Molyneux 


Why talk about class? 


“You socialists are 
obsessed with class. 


Socialists are obsessed 
with clas and fors 
very good reason, 

W's becouse class 
{the main source ot 
'unfaimess, inequality 
and injustice in our 
society 

Socialists are. 
‘opposed to al 
Winds of inequaliy. 
discrimination and. 
oppression. 

We hate n 
homophobin and are 
absolutely committed 
to achieving complete 
‘equality for women 

value the 


‘opportunity to fuit 
themselves and realise 


their patents. 
Burt the simple 
{5 that you compare 
the gap between the 
average earings 
‘of men and women 
i's about 20% 
Internationally - or 
between white people 
and people of colour, it 
is farless han the tap. 
between the eamings 
of bosses and workers, 
between those at the 
top of society and 
those loner down. 
Indeed iis less than 
the tap between the 
professional middle 
lasses and manual 
rks 


Inequality 
‘And itis notjust a 
‘question of psy Class 
inequality affects every. 
aspect of ife. 

The upper and. 
middle classes ive. 
longer and enjoy beter 
health than the working 
lasses and when they. 
detilithere are better 
heath care facilities for 
‘them, 

The children of. 
upper and middle cass. 
people do better on 
average st school than 
‘the children of working 
lass people and a 
higher proportion of 
‘them go to college a 
university 

At work upper and 
middle class people 
‘work shorter hours In 
safer, better conditions 


and get longer 
holidays. Working class 
people suffer mare 
Industrial injuries and 
endure conditions that 
more unhealthy. 

And there are 
qualitative differences 
aswell 

Upper cass people 
spend most of their 
lives teint people 
what to do. 

Working class spend 
much oftheir ves 
being told what to do 

Upper class children. 
are brought up wth 
«sense of their own 
‘natura’ superior 

Working class 
children are made 
tofeel interior, 
Working class people 
are constantly being 
humiliated and made 
tofeel small in ways 
‘that mide class 
people don't even. 
notice, 

And whatever the 
constitution says the 
realty i that class has 
1 big effect on how 
people are treated 
bythe gardai and the 
oun, 

There's aways one 
low forthe rich and 
‘another forthe poor. 

Just compere the 
trestment of bankers 
‘and water protestors or 
comporate tax evaders 
and so-called ‘benefits 
heats 

In fact the question 
of class goes deeper 
than this 

Hes not just a matter 
of inequality and 
unfaimess but reat 
confit of interest 

The rich and the. 
bosses make their 
money and accumulate 
their wealth out of the 
labour ofthe workers. 

So the bosses 
are always trying to 
Increase profts and. 
hold dawn wages and 
fetworkers to work 
harder for longer hours, 
whereas workers want 
more pay and shorter 
hours 

This tension, this 
lass confit, is abuays 
there and itruns 
‘through the whole of. 
society not just the 
workplace. 

And the fact that 
the upper classes 
control the whole 
sotiety scross the. 
bosrd, including the. 
fovernment and the 


media, means that 
the whole society is 
organised to meet their 
needs and serve their 
Interests frst 

That's why there's 
no limit on money to 
ball out the banks 
but ne money for 
single parents or DEI 
schools 

This is why socialists 
are obsessed with 
lass, We think that 
the only wey we can 
create a decent 
society in which. 
people sre treated 
95 human beings 
mot commodities 
and numbers is to 
abolish class and class 
divisions. 

‘And there is one 
mare reason for our 
obsession. ris that 
lass, peccally cass 
Strugte, is the key 
to changing society. 
This was the great 
discovery of Karl Marx 
‘ho wrote that ‘history 
the history of lass 
strugele. 

‘Marx believed thst 
laws the working 
«lass, by which meant 
those who lve bythe 
sale of their labour 
[manuel and non- 
‘manual, teachers and 
murses, bus drivers and 
tonstruction workers 
alike] who have the 
ower to overthrow the 
exiting system, 


Divisions 

To do this working 
people have to unte, 
‘overcoming allthe 
divisions of nationality, 
rate, fender ete, high 
the media abvays play 
wp. 
‘United the working. 
lass are the immense 
‘majerty in ireland and 
in the world 

This is even more. 
‘rue today than tas 
in Manes day when 
most people mere 
fermes and peasants 
If the working class 
moves togetherit 
ean sweep amsythe 
establishment eite; 
ho rule the worid st 


present. 

Class, therefore, 
is not only the root 
tuse of inequality 


keyto challenging and 
defesting i Thats why 
Socialists talk sbaut 
p 


Time for the | 


ich hundreds of thou- Adams or Mary Lou McDonald 
Wz- of people having forTaoiscach against Enda Kenny 
taken to the streets in. or Joan Burton. 
the great revolt over water charges Nevertheless PBP is notin favour 
and austerity as a whole and with ofentcringa political alliance with 
a general clection looming there Sinn Fein. "We belicve says the 
nt nced for the left to appeal, ‘there needs to be a genuine 
forces left alternative that offers a diffcr- 
In this context the People Before cnt pole of attraction’. 
Profit Alliancehasissucd an ‘Appeal — In the present circumstances 
for a Radical Left Alliance’ such a pole of attraction could 
This appeal argues that: win the support of large numbers 
A key strategic focus will of working pcople who have been 
be the need to promote an radicalized by the water charges 
organised boycott of tbe — rvoltand by years of anti-working 


charges. class austerity. 
However, alongside this 
Seen ee naa, Potential 
among many activists that — The rise of Syriza in Greece 


there is a need for a paral- and Podemos in Spain shows the 
Jel political challenge to the potential 
current ruling elite. The Appeal explains People 
Such a challenge should Before Profits reasons for want- 
promoteclear anti-austerity — ing an alternative to the left of 
policies, offer a positive vi- — Sinn Fein 
sion of a different Ireland — WWhile attacking austerity in the 
and outline a different way South, Sinn Fein is implementing 
of doing politics so that it is — similar policies in the North, 
connected with a desire for — Wlthasnot ruled out the coalition. 
wer. with establishment parties such as 
Any talk of a challenge to the Fianna Fail ina future government. 
government and to austerity Miltdocs not placea strong empha- 
raises the question of Sinn Fein, sis on ‘people power as a strategy 
With Fianna Fail fladining the for change and is opposed to an 
government and the media often organised boycott of water charges 


present Sinn Fein as the main — The appeal also sets a number 

‘opposition. of key principles on which it — tobuild social houses and im- 
‘And indeed Sinn Fein's standing would like the left alliance to be — mediate rent controls. 

in the polls puts it well ahead of based. Oieshould rule out participa- 

any the left partics or groupings. The abolition of water tion ina future coalition with 
People Before Profit are more charges, the property taxand — any establishment party. 

than willing to workand cooperate the USC for those on average leshould favoura 32 county 

with Sinn Feinon many campaigns — orbelow average incomes. wide movement against 

asthey have done over the water — Unilateral action to cancel —— austerity. 

charges. Irish debe caused by bankers’ le should raise taxes on 
They are also clear that they — gambling. corporations to fund the 

would prefer a Sinn Fein led QA national health service — reduction of USC on PAYE 

government to any of thrce'main- that treats all according to workers 

stream’ pro-austerity partis. medical need and not the Olt should stand openly for 
Thus PBP representatives in size of their wallets, a woman's right to choose 

the Dail would vote for Gerry An emergency programme —— and the Repeal of the 8^ 


AS Socialist Worker goes to press — use of low-hour contracts. 


SUPPORT THE DUNNE 
ee pee . MEM 


‘The stie on Holy Thursday ‘Theymight get 30 hours one TTC D 
by 6,000 Dunnes workers is week, 15 the next. The 15 hours 

extremely important for Irish. might be spread over two days, or 

workers as a whole. five days. 


‘The stakes are so high that Itmeans the majority of Dunnes 
‘themanagement have been thing | workers have no guarantee of a 
to intimidate statf on the past tew | decent weekly wage. It means they 
weeks to try and break the strike. — |can't get loans, mortgages. 
‘Theyhave been calling individual | If they have only a guarantee 
‘workers into ‘communications of 15 hours, they can't get 
‘meetings’ threatening some with — |social welfare or Family income 
‘a.cutin hours if they go on strike, | Supplement as you have to work a 
promising others full-time contract | minimum of 19 hours’ per week to 
itthey don't. be entitied to these. 
ThisshikecentesonDunnes | means that manyDunnes 


Left to Unite 


Amendment. 

Olt should demand the elo 

sure of direct provision centres 

for asylum seekers 

Ot should supporta call for 

a boycott of water charges and 

encourage workers to turn 

their unions into organisa 
tions of struggle, 

The Appeal recognizes that 
this ‘is by no means a definit 
or exhaustive lise’ and har 
‘no doubt there may be some 
diff 
diff 


nces of emphasis between 
nt forces on the radical 


left in Irela 


Nevertheless it says: 
it is our firm conviction 
that there is also substantial 
agreement on these policies 
among People Before Profit, 
the Anti-Austerity Alliance 
and many independent so- 
cialists and community and 
trade union activists. 
The Appeal docs not attempt 
to specify in advance the precise 
nature of the proposed alliance, 


leaving open whether it would 
be primarily an electoral slate 


or something more developed 
This it says would have to be 
agreed by those composing the 
alliance. 


Urgent 


Nevertheless it urges all on the 
radical lef in Ireland to support 
this move towards left unity and 
to start urgent discussions to 
bring it about 

People wishing to support this 
call and sign the letter should 
go to hup://www.pcoplebefore 
profite 


S STORES WORKERS 


workers cannot guarantee they 
‘can feed themselves or theit 
families each week. 

Dunnes Stores has a particulaty 
nasty management and is 
determined to ignore the demands 
ot the union Mandate that it treat 
its workers decently. tis retusing. 
to engage with Mandate or to go 
to the Labour Court. 

This dispute has been a long- 
ime coming and the 6,000 
workers staging this stoppage on 
Thursday are bravely facing down: 
threats and intimidation trom their. 
bosses. 

Pickets will be placed at all 
109 Dunes Stores branches on 


‘Thursday. The workers must be 
‘supported. We all need them to 
win this. 

Over 100,000 workers across 
Ireland are on zero-hour or low- 
hour contracts like those used 
to cow and intimidate Dunnes 
workers. 

‘The Fine Gael Labour Party 
Goverment allows companies like. 
Dunnes to use these contracts. 
These contracts must be thrown 
‘out of lish workplaces and this 
Goverment must be thrown out of 


m 


The politics behind 
the headlines 


Lis remarkable that Flight 

655 has scarcely been 

mentioned in coverage 
alls between. 

Tran and the US and its 
allies on a possible deal 
imehing curbs on Iran's nuclear 
gramme in exchange for the 

fining et sanctions. 
Or, perhaps not remarkable 
all The 290 innocent people. 
kiled on Flight 655 were mostly 
Iranians 

They included 60 children. The 
missile that brought the plane 
down was American. 

Hardly aryone in the US, 
and very few in Europe, would. 
recognise the fight number now. 

But, es the Washington 
Post recently acknowledges, 
mention Flight 655 in ary Iranian 
classroom and the pupili will 
know what you're talking about. 

The same would be true in 
Holland or Malaysia with regard 
to Malaysian Airlines Flight MHIT 
from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur, 
shot down on July 17th lastyear 
over a part of eastern Ukraine 
controlled by groups which 
reject the sovereignty ofthe Kiev 
government and relate instead to 
Russia 

‘Western powers and the. 
Western media have, virtusily 
without dissent, put the blame for 
the incident and for the deaths of 
sil 298 people on board either on 
Russis itself or on its local alles 


Atrocity 

The atrocity is regularly 
brought up in media discussion 
of the Ukraine crisis es 
evidence of Rustian cynicism 
and ruthlessness and lack of 
credibilty in professions of 
peaceful intent. 

Perhaps s group associated 
with Rustis id shost the plane 
down, although no convincing 
evidence for this has been 
produced. 

What's at issue here, though, 
is the contrastwith reactions tà 
disaster that befell Fight 655 
over the Persian Gu. 

iran Air 685, s civilian tight 
enroute from Bandsr Abbas 
International Airport in Ian, to 
Dubai, was hit by two surfacesto- 
air missiles fred by US warship 
the SS Vincennes on July 3rd 
1988. The story goes backto the 
Tslemic Revolution in Iran in 1979. 

The following yesr, the Saddam 
Hussein regime, encoureged by 
the US, invaded 

Eightyeors ter, the war stil 
raged. More than s milion people 
had perished 

Juste few months priort the 
Flight 655 kilings, Ssddam's sir 
force had used chemicsl weapons 
against the Kurdish town of 
Helabje, ling 5,000 cwilianz 

This did nothing to dissuade 
the West from supporting the 
Baghdad regime -which itwas 


Interto depict as the epitome 
ofall evil- citing the Hallab ja 
massacre 
Believing, reasonably enough, 
thatthe US was sboutto enter 
the war directy and was willing to 
carry out appalling atrocities and 
to support rag in using banned 
weapons, Iran agreed to 8 UN- 
brokered ceasetire and then a 
settiement on a basis favourable 
to Saddam 
quence of events 
willbe on the minds of 
negotiators at the Geneve st 
the te of writing, 

John Barty and Roger Charles 
of Newsweek spent weel 
investigating the 685 incident end 
wrote that Commander Rogers 
ofthe Vincennes had at the leu 
acted recklessly and without due 
care.” They further accused the 
US government of hiding evidence 
sind covering up the truth 


Notified 

Investigators from the United 
Arab Emirates, which includes 
Dubsi, showed that Flight 655 
had been exactly within ite 
notitied commercial fight path 
when blasted from the skies. 

1n 1991, Admiral Willem Crowe 
admitted on ABC Nightline that 
the Vincennes had been within. 
Iranian territorial waters when the 
missiles were launched - in direct 
contradiction of statements by the 
navy, the Pentagon and the White 
House until that point. 

In 1996, the US, under 
Bill Clinton, agreed to pay 


compensation to the families 
ofthe victims, to » maximun of 
$213,000 per family - without 


‘admitting any wrongdoing. 
On this basis, lawyers for the 
families withdrew their case from 
the International Criminal Court 
Thus, US culpability for the 
atrocity has been accepted by the 

World and reported in Western 
medis. 

Despite this, there is scarcely 
s word now when the matter i 
possibly more relevantthan ever. 

The question of who is to blame. 
for atrocities like MH Flight 17 and 
Iran Air Flight 655 is not dictated 
by the available evidence but 
according to the changing needs 
of Western interests 

This should be kept in mind 
when pondering the crisis in 
Ukraine and the negotiations over 
iran. 


G seciaet worker 


Syriza - the Struggle Goes On 


Js lys 


he attempt of the EU ‘insti- 
TRES 
strangle the radical left Syiza 
government at birth i continuing. 
The European Central Bank has 
writen to Greck banks instructing 
ther not to buy any more government 
debt. That cuts off a potential source 
of emergency funding for Athens. 
Without access to capital markets. 
or the ECB’s normal financing ope 
tions, Greek banks rely on almost €70 
billion Emergency Liquidity Aitne 
to cover a financing shortallexacer- 
buted by steep deposit withdrawals 
Thi sounds technical but realy ie 


“This Emenency Liquidity Asitance 
pieprencucvueen 
innimldate the Greck government. 

As politcal anal and member of 
the Central Committee of SYRIZA, 
nis Alunis sys" behaviour 
not dictued y any ort f economic 
thinking, The money Grece needs 
a few billions isa drop in the ocean 

The ie ia deply political. The 


forces of conservatism that dor 
Europe, want to politically crush 
Thipras and SYRIZA so that they can 
nip an alternative political model of 
pan-European appeal, in the bud. 
They are attacking SYRIZA in order 
to finish/end/stop/kill Podemos and 
Sinn Fein.” 

And, disgracefully, they are sup- 
ported in this by Enda Kenny (along 
With the Spanish government) who is 
standing with the Troika against the 


Greck people and against the interests 


Confroniation: Tp and Merk 


of the Irish people, 
An important debate 


These issues raised by this situation 
were discussed in an important and 
well attended debate in Dublin on 
25 March. 

The main speakers were Profes 
Helena Shechan of Left Forum 
and Socialist Worker editor, John. 
Molyneux. Both speakers emphasized 
the major importance of Syris victory 
and chee solidarity with the struggle 
of the Greek people 

But there were also differences 
Professor Shechan spoke of her long 
standing involvement and identifica 
tion with Syriza. She felt it combined 
the best of the old and the new lef in 
Europe and was opening up the pos 


sibility of transforming Greek society 


in a way that could serve as a model 


for sal 
John Molyneux said he was wor. 
Tied that the Syriza government was 
cooperating with capitalism rather than. 
i-capitalist strategy 


Varoufakis’s statement that it the left 
had to save capitalism from itself 
There was a full debate from the 
with a number of well informed 
ributions which showed how 


tion in Greece. E 
the need for solid 
felt it was wrong to cri 
any way because we are not Greek. 
But others pointed to the difficulty of 
implementing anti- austerity policies 


ise Syriea in 


while not breaking with the system. 


The issue of the state 
Two main issues emerged in the discu- 
sion. One was whether it is possible 
for the left to ‘harness the power! of 
the Greek or any other capitalist state 
for anti-capitalist purposes, 

John Molyneux, James O'Toole. 
and others argued against this idea 
and stressed the need to mobilize the 
‘working clas from below. 

Ronan Burtenshaw argued that it 
‘was possible w use governmental power. 
to gradually gain more 
the state and the economy. Hel 


ontrol over 


Shechan said we had to ‘stop dream- 
ing of storming the Winter Palace’ [as 

ppened in the Russian Revolution] 
because there are no Winter Palaces 


Tce pres ws deg Er 
form the state’ in an anti-capitalist 
direction, 

The second key issue was Greek 
membership of the Euro. 

V Syria cancels the debt and imple- 
ments its election programme it will 
be thrown out of the Eurozone but 
a large majority of the Greck people 
‘want to stay with the Euro. 

Ronan Burtenshaw spelled out what 
he saw as the dire consequences of 
leaving the Euro — the poverty this 
would inflict on the Greek people. John. 
Molyneux replied that this showed that 
exiting the Euro was not enough on 
its own; it was also necessary to break 
‘with capitalism and start expropriating 
the wealth of the rich 


Implications for Ireland 
Nhat n cari that this debate vill 
Mese neni etree 
tional ef ae wil he srugle between 
the Troia and the Greck people 

The Tota i demanding heimple- 
for providing the Grek governments 
with emergency finds but n reality 
endions and wages thus inflicting 
Even more poverty on the desperate 
Greek people 

So these inner will not go away 
and they hae huge implications for 
ireland cand is paying €8 billion 
4 year intereat on the bunker debts, 


We cant have a decent society if 
we keep doing that so the question 
of whether or not we are prepared to 
defy the Troika and unilaterally 

the debt is one the left in Ireland has 


The Drug Waris a Class War 


Guy Connally 


has now been more than 
| one hundred years since the 

introduction of laws prohibiting 
the sale and/or possesion of illicit 
drugs in the United States - Laws 
that began with the prohibition of 
opium in 1914, 

This authoritarian trend 
progressed for several decades and 
even included a filed attempt to 
criminalise alcohol in the 19205. 


Trwas Nixon, however, who 
coined the term "war on drugs” as 
the size and scope of the federal 
effort to crush drug users increased 
and saw the implementation of 
such draconian policies as" 

knock” warrants and “mandatory 
‘minimum’ sentencing for 
offenders 


Tn reality Nixon's war was an 
attack on the youth and blackd, for 
‘whom drugs such as marijuana had 
become a symbolic force for social 
upheaval and political dissent 

Despite Nixon making ita 
Schedule One drug (the most 
dangerous category) some small 
successful attempts were made 
during this time period to legalise 
marijuana and eleven states 
decriminalised its possession and 
use between 1973 and 7. 


Reagan ramps it up. 
"This small advance underwent. 
an abrupe U-turn with the rise of 
cowboy president Ronald Reagan, 
an actor come politician who came 
to power under the hidden auspices 
of corporate America. 

His time in the Oval Office 


War on Drugs 


$1trillion 1.6 million 8 million 


spent on dro war US arrests 
^ 


saw a further extension of anti- 
drug laws and institutions, 

media scaremongering and the 
implementation of so called “zero 
tolerance” policies that spread 
across the nation. 

These draconian efforts 
continued under Clinton and by 
1997 the number of non-violent 
drug offenders occupying US 
prison space increased cightfold 
From 50,000 in 1980, to 400.000 
in 1997. 

Currently the US has about 59% 
of the world’s population but 25% 
of the world’s prison population. 
the world’ largest. 

‘Morcover, within this vast prison 


10 


population there is a huge over 
representation of black people. 
“This is the legacy of decades 
‘of draconian drugs policy left by 
Nixon, Reagan and Clinton. 


Crack cocaine and powder 
cocaine 

“These leaders solidified the drug 
war as part ofa class war that 
Continues to suppress the poor and 
most disenfranchised people in the 
US to this day. 

"Ihe most prominent example 
of this war im action, that sticks 
sut in my mind, is the disparity of 
sentencing between crack cocaine 
users and powder cocaine user 


uy 


Crack corsoe 
phuessclogicir dente co 
Powder cocaine the only diese 
Verg tha he emer mately used 
y par Hack people and he aer 
i ud primary by ich wis 

"he fuent deque 
Derwce hex: boo Epo of ursi 

Paor ts 2010 and the pasing of 
Me dal Patt Seating Act the 
disais war ae high ae 1001, with 
pruritus aefensie 
Reet neces oe darius 
fea idcuareant aN 
SS ere 
Sensi Gasper en ote 
drug 


The implementation of the FSA 
to ‘only’ 18:1 
but the inequality stil remains, 


saw this disparity f 


So too do the clas and racist 
sentiments which are hidden under 
the thin vencer of social justice 
implied by the word "Fair" in this 
relatively new law. 


Decriminalise drugs 


The World Health Organization 
(WHO) published a report in July 
‘of 2014 in which it made a number 


of suggestions around the issue. 
of HIV prevention and treatment 
and one of its most striking, 
recommendations was the call for 
the governments of the world to 
decriminalise the use of drugs 

The WHO, in an additional 
technical brief stated, "In many 
regions, injecting drug use is most 
prevalent among socially marginalized 
young people, including those who 
are orphaned, out of school, living in. 
‘extreme poser or living or working. 
on the secs 

The report concludes, 
“Detention ix not treatment,” and 

‘these approaches (criminalisation/ 
incarceration) infringe on human 
rights.” and "there i no evidence 
thar they effectively teat drug, 
dependence.” 

"The jury is no longer out on the 
drug war. 

Responding to addiction with 
savagery is not a viable solutions 
itis a product of class war being 
waged by the powerful elites of 
nations against their own citizenry 
and itis up to us, those citizens, to 
end this ineffectual and brutalising 
clase warfare once and for all 


ist Werker. 


Liberation Campaign Launched 


Feli Teak Homa 


THE new Liberation campaign had ite 
oficial lunch on Monday I6April The 
Campaign has been ac up by LGBTQ 
members ofthe SWP and theirallies in 
ander to bring radical ideas ino the cu 

"While advocating a yr vot in ie up 
contin rendum the campsign villas 
fight scs which have been largely 
Itt ofthe debate such a tramgendor 
queer and i ives 

The launch featured speaker Ailbhe 
Smyth Eile NUFhlannagain and Freie 
Tretakis Hoskin, Abe spoke about the 
fact chat while hc herself would no sec 


zik geomet ere: | LIBERATION 
e E 

ee 
oe Ge re mm c 


Co ULCUS 
duisopeberpdpeee ae 
sta Sh aspen ote un 
Meni pedals ceteris 
Deer cone adsense 
pulsa bapenoete ell 
“hells wer llwed by an cione 
Cuepeieepusei deal ater 
npe ric heme. 
Creme 
Menem the Wing icri 
eir ds oeste ana pen 
Geen aware 
pea paper maces 
(renean 
sles eh peus 


quality campaign andifi vasa stepping 
Tewas agreed that we would advocate a 
yer vor in the referendum, while also 
Teeking co radici the campaign 
"The Liberation campaign will publish 
rentevente LGBTQ ites and personal 
accounts of LGBTQ people. Members 
wll alo go to various demos inorder 
To show wlidary and spread idess on 
tadical LGETQ politics 
php 
Liberation campaign lok out for them 
on facebook check ou thet wordpress 


bupeliberationcampaign wordpras com 
or Text 0872767405 


Renua Ireland’s moment of truth 


POLITICIANS are renowned for spin 
puteis 
[kae a Wes werent E 
thefing Sure, that what you dear 
Pu Rabb pri 

And ly Remus Irland’ Lucinda 
Creighton consider esl omen 
ofa mater of hee particular dar a 

Lucida problem and Renu 
problem is ht ently they arca 
Pali Fc roc. Tisi beca rii 
ny tea son fr exitenc that 
Laci and hr pals were kicked out of 
Fine Gal for reuing to woe on righ 
sing bigoted as or th woclly 
adequate Protection of Life Acre 

But kis docu deter Ma Comin and 
her Doi crow What they ack in 
rel poles they mae up for in pin, 
PRR and empry meapor. And some 
ofthe meds ke the Linh Time nd 
‘helping hand, describing lera the 
luminois woman in white 

Tike alow al polticans hoping or 
your ote Liminous Lucinda promis 
Tenewalinegny, to hep hir 
pronis and Brig in fe bod 

A good way of eng whether of no 
a paler or promise means anything to 


The Contract for a Better Ireland. 


Free health insurance for all children under 16. 
2,300 more hospital beds. 

2,000 more Gardai on the streets, 

Your money spent well, by sacking wasteful Ministers. 
Tougher sentences, tougher bail for criminals. 
Appoint Minister to take charge of immigration. 
Dramatic reduction in Stamp Duty for all buyers. 
Lower income tax for every taxpayer. 


gugaaugugu 


Lucinda Creighton and Exda Kenny let we forge. 
adkifitwoukd be posible to promise the | But imagine saying vote fr ws — we 
‘opposite oft. Thus the promise to scrap_| ae o 

water charges ina least meaningful and we are going to break our 
because you could ano promise to ad ery to keep out ll fresh 
retain therm Similaly a promise to raise | Then there was the luminous ones 
corporation tax would be real because 

an poing pr mph pa not 


posed to renewal and in 


fine gael 


government you will have govern in rain 
and doud ~ this is Ireland not the Costa 
ad 

‘One apparent exception to this was 
the pledge to publi all cabinet minutes 
within 48 hours. Anyone who knows 
Anything about how politic really 
works in this and every other country 


will know this ira promise made for the. 
break 

All hat will appen is that when Ms 
Creighton goes at she will if he gets the 
chance, ita coalition with Fine Gael 
or Fianna Fil fr that matte, she will 
say we wanted to publish the m 
but our coalition partne didn’ arce 
Or che the minutes will beso censored 
that publishing them will make no 
diference, 


Lucida ale says Renua stands for 
sranpareny Belin! lere are 
Inland tha doesn chim wo stand for 
transparency’ these days 

Ait happen tere was one question 
on which Remus has ben toll 
Sranpare Within hou of thet 
Insnch Renua TD Terence Flanagan 
vwaradisdon Drive Time what Remus 
trol do for PAVE worker, Anawer 
Came there none - toa silence ba a 
thulfng of paper 

Thiet hat be mid wat a rre 
example of political honesty ~ areal 
momen oft 

‘What wil Rena do forthe worker? 
Absolutely nothing. We couldnt have 
putt better uncles. 


‘Bog Standard’ Beades and New Land League 


Mela Walle 


WHAT happens when you get 
tiny bunch of propery speculators 
ing as activists standin 
front of avast manson to 
ce property 
‘peculatr from repomenon? 

"You ge the New Ii Land 
League an cbillonaire poster child 
teak Tiga con anda ba 
character tsight ut ofthe pages of 
Sos O Carol Kelly nov called 
Jerry Beades 

‘hrf Supreme Cour 


Dublin lawyer aod property tyeoen 
Brian O' Donnell barricaded himself 
into his luxury home at Gorse Hill in 


jin a fenaed 
honletocmer the plight othe moper- 
sik and wen conftonaed by member 
libe New Land League and thee 
leader, Jer Bees 

‘Bendcs declared hel guod 
Find epeseanitive ad deat 
‘the O'Donnel amily. This was 
Fellow by an ite on the 
Vincent Bone dar where Bends 
dencibal O'Dannals seven elon 
ats talon og ace aad. 
Sli? 

d ——— 
Va luae gy ind nti iit 
Mash coe died poo oae 
sua O00 ny ft property ad was ence 
‘alied at 30 lion 

‘nea cllatral o gettin 
Joans for O Donndls property empire, 
Vuapektephecfie pedal 
poser rer riehut red 


nd Gorse Hal Ts fut a bg rtndard home 


of the Cei Tig. Tek. 
Dea chao rnp stig 
aswell, JeryBexkssad: | ddechinnelilamuoey bau. 
Newer we erent | fo infer peopecty derent. 
prerelease ne dts pe 


2 ‘early €20 million to various banks. 

Beades and Bertie Lile wonder he's sympathetic t the 
Jerry Beadesis a milionaire ODenacilt 

developer and property speculatoe, 12 2013, Beades attempted to st 

Siimtrmembersie Bennetal | rusas Nar (New Hasan ab” 

tational xccutiveand was close | butit didn't take ofthe ground so he 


associate of Bertie Aherne when he was | set up the New Land League instead. 


Atits launch, Beades claimed the 
New Land League would intervene and 


ofthe people ad he former FF 
Supremo. Incredibly, the New Land 
_cague caims to be a successor to the 
original 19* century Land League of 
Michael Davitt «radical movement 
that prevented landlords from evicting 


x tenant farmer from thee tn 

Vraprof and. T 
Event t Gone Hill have ince 

exposed this historical lila fraud 


Real Victims of Austerity 
"There are 49,000 families in danger 
f losing their homes and 1,000 homes. 
s month are facing reposscasion at the. 
hands of the same banks we bailed out. 
are also being 


oy the home he was born in. He 
Unable to work, 
[oci 
ET 
LO 
the had arn se of erst 
Sones 
ED IDEE, 
Tesi amd two children. He ba 
aes 
eee 
NOCT 
TU em 
EIU 
af the problem not the solution. And 
UM d 
ae 
eae 


deserve, 


Secialist Worker. 


ocialist {(}) Worke 
In the North: 


From March 13 
to May Day 


Sam Hain 


Ihe March 13 public sector strike 
succeeded in bringing much of dl 
North toa stands, Workers joined 


large rallies in Belfast, Derry, Omagh, 
Strabane; Enniskillen, Magheralc, Newry. 
Dungannon and Cookstown. 

The Belfast Telegraph reported 50,000 
transport, civil service, education and heals 
workers participated on picket lines and 
‘up to 500 schools were close. 


Ambulance workers were blocked from 
ring when management activated a as 
minute emergency procedure 

Publi sector unions were joined atthe 
marcher and ralis by many supporting 
thee strike action including community 
organisations private ector union members 
and students 

The successful strikes and mass mo 
biistion demonstrate the willingness to 
challenge austerity and the potential for 
these guint uso unite working 


Sinn Fein U-turn 
Inthe wee leading upto the day faction 
Sinn Fin revered ther poston on support 
fo Tory inspired Welfare Reform, Sinn Fein 
chim their U-rum results from a failure 
of good will by their DUP Stormont 
Executive partner 

However its very clear Sinn Fens sup 
port for the Stormont House Agreement 
ndercitthe parry’ declan 
tisterty North and South of the border, 

‘An Phoblcht, Sinn Fen newspaper, 
chímed the re and on 
"Westminster cuts and on oftheir Bela 
ity Councilon complained 
essel ay Sk 
partyatif they allehare he same olg Aes 13 Delft 
Lnd palicis action and dear 


J ies outright opposition come nex inthe city centre now in fll swing. By planning ation and 
Sinn Fins ever on Welfare Reform is Workers feared there would bea repeat The lish Nat building oe che pomcfleen-out on March 
bolding up implementation ofthe Seemont nethe NCICTUhas ofthe 2011 pension struggle when union (INTO) announced that its members will 3ehwe can make our ant-auteity menage 
Agreement for the time-being, However is aggrenively opposed agreements aranged by leaders caved despite a mas cand beginactions shor of astrike’at che System centri to political discussion, encourage 
‘widely expected that a ‘de will be struck Stormont Executive despite be a mandate to spread the struggle. The Leveand School Level folowing the Eater all those who oppose to fel they can take. 
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